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                  BOARD CHAIR REPORT 
 

Good Evening and Welcome to Education in Burnaby  

Oct 22, 2013  

 

I would like to begin by acknowledging and thanking the Coast Salish 

Nations of Musqueam, Tsleil-Waututh and Squamish on whose traditional 

territories we teach, learn, and live. 

 

Some comments in light of today’s presentations: 

The Burnaby Board of Education takes its role of advocacy for a 

fully funded public education system very seriously. Trustees and 

senior staff meet with the Minister of Education to highlight the 

quality work being carried out in Burnaby as well as the budget 

pressures we face as a school district.  

Over the past 25 years our Board has consistently endorsed free 

collective bargaining including the right to strike and lockout. It 

is our belief that this is the only way the process can mature and 

become effective and efficient. We have on many occasions 

made clear statements reiterating this position at public board 

meetings as well as in writing to the Ministry of Education.  

As elected officials under the School Act, the Board of 

Education is legally obligated to approve balanced annual 

budgets that are fiscally and organizationally sound. We 

achieve this through engagement in a comprehensive budget 

development process every year as required by law.  

 
 

Thank you
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